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05.7 Impact of an outside agent touching a ball which is going into the goal 

Old text  New text 

An extra ball, other object or animal enters the field of play 

during the match, the referee must: 

 

• stop play only if it interferes with play. Play must be 

restarted with a dropped ball 

 

an extra ball, other object or animal enters the field of play 

during the match, the referee must: 

 

• stop play (and restart with a dropped ball) only if it 

interferes with play unless the ball is going into the 

goal and the interference does not prevent a defending 

player playing the ball, the goal is awarded if the ball enters 

the goal (even if contact was made with the ball) unless the 

ball enters the opponents’ goal. 
 

08.3 Kick-off: ball must clearly move to be in play; can be kicked in any direction 

Old text New text 

The ball is in play when it is kicked and moves forward The ball is in play when it is kicked and clearly moves 

Explanation 

Not requiring the ball to go forward at the kick-off means an attacker does not need to stand in the opponents’ half (which is 

not permitted) to receive the ball. As with other Laws, the ball must clearly move to stop the practice of a player just 

touching the ball and then unsportingly pretending the kick has not been taken. 

 

11.4 Offence following a rebound or save  

Old text New text 

gaining an advantage by being in that position by playing a 

ball: 

• that rebounds or is deflected to him off the goalpost, 

crossbar or an opponent 

• (…) from a deliberate save by any opponent 

gaining an advantage by playing the ball or interfering with an 

opponent when it has: 

• rebounded or been deflected off the goalpost, crossbar or 

an opponent 

• been deliberately 

Explanation 

Clarifies that ‘interfering with an opponent’ after a rebound, deflection or save is an offside offence. 

 

11.5 Position of the Free Kick 

Old text New text 

p. 36 In the event of an offside offence, the referee awards 

an indirect free kick to the opposing team to be taken from 

the place where the infringement occurred; 

p. 111 When an offside offence occurs, the referee awards an 

indirect free kick to be taken from the position of the 

offending player when the ball was last played to him by one 

of his team-mates 

If an offside offence occurs, the referee awards an indirect 

free kick where the offence occurred, including if it is 

in the player’s own half of the field of play. 

Explanation 

The Law and the interpretation were contradictory. Throughout the Laws, the general principle is that a FK is awarded where 

an offence occurs so this now applies to offside. A FK can be awarded in a player’s own half if the player moves from an 

offside position in the opponents’ half to commit an offside offence in the player’s own half. 

11.6 Defending Player of the field 

Old text New text 

Any defending player leaving the field of play for any reason 

without the referee’s permission shall be considered 

to be on his own goal line or touch line for the purposes of 

offside until the next stoppage in play. If the player left 

the field of play deliberately, he must be cautioned when the 

ball is next out of play. 

A defending player who leaves the field of play without the 

referee’s permission shall be considered to be on the goal 

line or touchline for the purposes of offside until the next 

stoppage in play or until the defending team has played 

the ball towards the halfway line and it is outside their 

penalty area. If the player left the field of play deliberately, 

the player must be cautioned when the ball is next out of 

play. 

Explanation  

It is unfair that an injured defending player off the field ‘plays everyone onside’ until play stops. The new wording defines 

the end of the phase of play when the defender is no longer considered to be on the field for the purposes of offside. 
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12.10 Cautions for Handball 

Old text New text 

There are different circumstances when a player must be 

cautioned for unsporting behaviour, e.g. if a player: 

• commits a foul for the tactical purpose of interfering with or 

breaking up a promising attack 

• holds an opponent for the tactical purpose of pulling the 

opponent away from the ball or preventing the opponent 

from getting to the ball 

• handles the ball to prevent an opponent gaining possession 

or developing an attack 

• handles the ball in an attempt to score a goal (irrespective 

of whether or not the attempt is successful) 

There are different circumstances when a player must be 

cautioned for unsporting behaviour, inclduing if a player: 

• commits a foul or handles the ball to interfere with or stop 

a promising attack 

• handles the ball in an attempt to score a goal (whether or 

not the attempt is successful) or in an unsuccessful attempt 

to prevent a goal 

Explanation 

Preventing an opponent gaining possession’ is removed as a YC offence as it causes some referees to YC every handball. 

• Handling is included as a YC offence when it ‘stops/interferes with a promising attack’ (as with other offences which have 

the same effect). 

• Clarifies that a player who tries unsuccessfully to handle the ball to stop a goal being scored should receive a YC. 

 

12.11 Denial of an obvious goal-scoring opportunity in the penalty area 

Additional text 

Where a player denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal-scoring opportunity by a deliberate handball offence the 

player is sent off wherever the offence occurs. 

 

Where a player commits an offence against an opponent within their own penalty area which denies an opponent an obvious 

goal-scoring opportunity and the referee awards a penalty kick, the offending player is cautioned unless: 

 

• The offence is holding, pulling or pushing or 

• The offending player does not attempt to play the ball or there is no possibility for the player making the challenge to play 

the ball or 

• The offence is one which is punishable by a red card wherever it occurs on the field of play (e.g. serious foul play, violent 

conduct etc.) 

 

In all the above circumstances the player is sent off. 

 

Explanation 

When a DOGSO offence is committed by a defender in the penalty area, the penalty kick effectively restores the goal-scoring 

opportunity so the punishment for the player should be less strong (a YC) than when the offence is committed 

outside the penalty area. However, where the offence is handball or clearly not a genuine attempt to play or challenge for the 

ball (as defined in the wording) the player will be sent off. 

 

12.15 Offences against substitutes, team officials, match officials etc… 

Old text New text 

If the ball is in play and a player commits an offence inside the 

field of play: 

• against an opponent, play is restarted with a direct free kick 

from the position where the offence occurred (see Law 13 – 

Position of free kick) or a penalty kick (if inside the offending 

player’s own penalty area) 

• against a team-mate, play is restarted with an indirect free 

kick from the position where the offence occurred (see Law 

13 – Position of free kick)… 

If the ball is in play and a player commits an offence inside the 

field of play against: 

• an opponent - indirect or direct free kick or penalty kick 

• a team-mate, substitute, substituted player, team official or 

a match official – a direct free kick or penalty kick 

• any other person – a dropped ball 

Explanation 

The punishment for an offence against another participant reflects the seriousness of such an action e.g. football sends out a 

weak/poor message if an offence against a match official is only an indirect free kick. 

 

 


